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From the Desk  

of the Principal 

Students & Parents, 
 

If you are new to Lakeland Highlands Middle School let 
me be the first to welcome you! It is our belief that 
while at our school, every student has the ability to 
reach a high level of success and we are truly excited 
to see where your time at LHMS will take you. 
 

Lakeland Highlands has a diverse selection 
of Academies to offer students. This provides us with 
the unique opportunity to use our students’ interests 
to create an engaging and rigorous academic environ-
ment. During your time at Lakeland Highlands, you can 
expect to not only grow in your academic knowledge, 
but also to see how the classes you are taking apply to 
the various career fields that your interests may guide 
you to explore. 
 

We want every student who has 
the privilege to call themselves an 
LHMS Cougar, to head to High 
School knowing they have the 
skills necessary to become an ad-
vocate for themselves and take an active role in their 
academic pursuits. We take great pride in the fact that 
we are able to equip our students with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to achieve their goals, no matter 
what their dreams may be. 
 

For those who are already a part of our LHMS family, 
we are excited to have you back for another year! We 
can’t wait to see what the year holds for you as you 

continue on your journey towards 
reaching star status this year. 
 

Remember, our teachers set the 
stage, but it’s up to you to be-
come the star! 
 

 

Mrs. Kendrick 
Lakeland Highlands Middle School 
Principal 

Help Us Connect!  

Please help us stay connected with you by joining 
our REMIND 101 Text Message Service for 2016-2017.  We 
will use this service to send out reminders, brief announce-
ments, and other necessary information. CLICK HERE to sign 
up online, or follow these instructions to sign up via text 
from your phone. 
 

Due to changes in federal regulations, we are asking that 
all parents opt-in Polk County’s School Messenger system. 
This will our primary way to inform parents of school relat-
ed messages. Click here for directions on signing up for 
School Messenger. However, please ensure that your Par-
ent Portal information is up to date, as your email address 
is required to set up an account on our School Messenger 
system. 
 

Also, please update 
your Parent Portal information 
as we will use that contact in-
formation as another means to 
communicate with our par-
ents. 

 Agendas should be 
filled out every day, to 
help you keep record 
of your upcoming as-
signments, as well as 
used for your pass to 
be out of class. 

 In order to be as successful as possible, it’s im-
portant that you arrive to class on time. You can 
review our tardy policy in the student handbook. 
Remember, four unexcused tardies will result in 
a discipline referral to the main office.   

 Cellphones should 
be turned off and in 
book bags from 8:56 
am —4:00 pm, un-
less otherwise di-
rected by a staff 
member.  

Reminders for Students 

http://lhms.polk-fl.net/pre-academies/
https://www.remind.com/join/lhmsp
http://lhms.polk-fl.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/image1.jpg
http://lhms.polk-fl.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/SchoolMessenger-English.pdf
https://parent.mypolkschools.net/
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Looking to Get Involved? 

There is no such thing as someone who doesn’t 
like reading, only a person who hasn’t discovered 
what genre they like to read yet.   
 
The Book Fair is a per-
fect opportunity to 
help your child dis-
cover the joy of read-
ing and it will be here 
for Open House on 
September 8th! Be 
sure to stop by and 
encourage your child on their literacy journey! 
Students will also have the opportunity to visit the 
Book Fair during their Language Arts classes on 
September 9th—16th.  

A HUGE THANK YOU TO PTSO! 

Lakeland Highlands Middle is 
lucky to have an active PTSO 
who have hearts for our 
school. We can’t thank them 
enough for all that they’ve 
done so far this year. Not only 
have they aided in selling uni-
forms and provided our teach-
ers with gift cards to help set 
up their classrooms, but they 
have also donated their time 
and talents for campus beauti-
fication in order to make our 
school an inviting place.  To all 
members of the PTSO we 
thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for all that you do!  

Reminders for Parents  

At Lakeland Highlands Middle School, we believe there is 
no better way to garner student success, than when the 
school and family are working together. Therefore, we 
love when parents are looking to get involved, and there 
are several ways to do that.  
 
The first way is by becoming a parent volunteer. We 
would love to find a place for you to help out on campus, 
once you have completed a 
volunteer application on 
the Polk County website 
and have been cleared to 
work in the school.  
 
You can also get involved on campus by becoming a mem-
ber of our PTSO. This is a committee that works closely 
with the school, in fundraising and planning events for 
students and teachers. If interested in joining the group, 
simply contact Mrs. Boudinot to learn how to get in-
volved.  

 Supervision  in the morning begins at 8:36, stu-
dents will not be allowed in the building until such 
a time as supervision can be provided. To ensure 
everyone’s safety, please direct your child to go  
directly to their grade level as-
signed location or breakfast prior 
to the 8:56 bell.  

 Parent Portal is a fantastic way to 
stay on top of your child’s grades 
and attendance. Be sure to check 
it often! 

 Its our expectation that students have their cell-
phones off and put away throughout the day. 
Please help us minimize distractions to the educa-
tional process by contacting the main office with 
any messages for your child. Our front office secre-
taries will ensure your child gets the message. This 
will help us greatly reduce the unauthorized cell-
phone usage throughout the day. Thank you!  



Dress for Success!  

Labor Day—No School 

September 5th  
 

Open House  

September 8th  
6:00-8:00 pm 

Book Fair 

September 8th-16th 
  

Early Release 

September 14th  

 

Interim Reports   

September 16th  
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Goal Setting!  

Whenever you’re setting a goal, it’s always important to 
stop and reflect on how close you already are towards that 
goal. This allows you to create an accurate action plan that 
will best get you to where you want to go.  
 
In order to help our students on their path towards literacy 
success, it’s important that we first take a moment to gauge 
where they are in their literacy skills. To do this, students 
will be participating in their first round of Literacy Progress-
es Monitoring. During their Language Arts classes students 
will take a FAIR test to gauge their read-
ing skills and will participate in writing an 
essay similar to one that they could ex-
pect to see on Florida Standards Assess-
ment.  
 

Be sure to ask your child how they did. 
Their results can be a great way to help 
your child set some academic goals for 
themselves this year!  

Dressing for success is an important key to helping students 
reach star status this year. Please remember that all Lake-
land Highlands students are required to follow the standard 
dress code guidelines, set forth 
in the student handbook. 
Please reference the handbook 
during the first few weeks of 
school to ensure that your 
child is prepared for a great 
year. 
 

Should students not abide by the dress code policy, after 
four violations, they will receive a dress code referral, which 
will result in disciplinary action. Not only do we strive quali-
ty performance among our students, but we want students 
looking their very best as well. Students who fail to comply 
will not only receive disciplinary action, but will also have to 
call their parents for proper clothing before attending class. 
  

Let’s work together to ensure that once they leave our cam-
pus, we have instilled in our students the desire to continu-
ally look and act their best; no matter where they may be.  

Over the course of 
the week students 
have received sever-
al forms that will 
need to be complet-
ed. While not all will 
apply to your family, 
please remind your 

child to turn in their appropriate paperwork into their 
1st period teacher. Forms they may need to bring back 
are listed below:  
 Appendix A Directory Info. Opt-Out Form 
 Appendix B Email & Supplement Opt-Out Form 
 Appendix C Code of Conduct Acknowledgement 

Form 
 Bus Standards of Conduct Form 
 Medical Form 
 Free and Reduced Lunch Form 
 Updated Emergency Contacts 
 Residence Form 

Back to School Forms  



People will complain about anything — not almost any-
thing, but absolutely anything!  In this rapid succession of 
hysterical grievances, the complaint department takes on 
everything from Oreo icing to kleptomania and from 
songs stuck in the head to 
the price of cheese and on 
and on and on.  Join us as the 
theatre class performs  their 
one act comedy “Complaint 
Department and Lemonade.” 
The performance will take 
place at  5:00 pm and 7:30 
pm on October 28th in the 
LHMS auditorium.   
 

General admission ticket: $5.00 

A Note From the Science Department 
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The Little Town of Christmas 

The Musical Theatre class is pre-
paring “The Little Town of Christ-
mas” a comedy. Everybody in 
the little town of Christmas is 
friendly and funny and you'll 
meet them all, including Skeezix 
and Sylvester, an elf comedy team that is short 
in stature and long in laughter; Dancer, the rein-
deer with a whacky sense of humor; Mrs. Claus, 
the REAL boss of the outfit; and a hilarious 
street corner Santa, tested and almost bested 
by one tough little kid with a sticky sucker. Also 
included are old favorite stories such as "'Twas 
the Night Before Christmas" and "A Christmas 
Carol."  This production will be presented in the 
LHMS auditorium at 5:00 and 7:30 pm on Friday 
December 2nd.  

General Admission Ticket: $5.00 

Complaint Department and Lemonade 

Science is in the news every week. New and ad-
vanced technologies enable exploration to greater 
depths and heights which were once not attaina-
ble. Science is exciting and is a part of every aspect 
of life.  

As the first quarter progresses each grade level will 
begin examining various aspects of Scientific Dis-
covery:  

First Quarter Topics 

6th grade-Nature of Science, Earth’s Systems, and 
Earth’s Weather and Climate. 

7th grade-Claims, Evidence, 
and Reasoning, Interactions 
in the Biosphere, Genetics.  

8th grade- Claims, Evidence, 
and Reasoning, Atoms and 
the periodic table, Com-
pounds and Mixtures. 

Your student will be partici-

pating in various science 

activities involving the use 

of laboratory equipment and materials, please 

read and go over the safety contract and return 

to your child’s science teacher.   

Academic Team 

A Team (Academic Team) will 
have an informational meeting 
in early September.  Watch for 
the announcement on 
CVTV.  Those interested in 
more information should see 
Mrs. Davenport, Mr. Winters, 
or Mr. Simpson. 



  

 If you have an interest in technology and a 
desire to be a part of a national organization, TSA is 
for you! We will start the year meeting once a week 
from 4:00 – 5:00 in Mr. Coker’s room 1021. The first 
meeting will be Tuesday, August 16, 2016. This is a 
competitive team, like a sports team, and members 
will be expected to attend all meetings. 
 There is no entry/dues, however additional 
expenses would be for those traveling to State and 
National Conferences. 
Mr. Coker’s TSA WEBSITE - 
https://sites.google.com/a/
mypolkschools.net/
cokertechproduction/home/
tsa---the-technology-
student-association 
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Technology Student Association (TSA) 

Math Counts 

Any student interested in sharp-
ening their Math skills can join 
our Math Counts team, who 
compete county-wide to see 
who . For more information, or 
to sign up please see Ms. Wil-
liams in room 01-133. The first 
meeting will take place in Sep-
tember, more information will 
be forthcoming.  

Model United Nations!  

Any student with a desire to meet new people while 
learning more about how the U.S. interacts with and 
impacts the world around us. Has the exciting op-
portunity to be a part of the LHMS Model UN. An 
informational meeting will take place in Ms. Paol-
ercio’s room, on August 31st, immediately following 
dismal and will end at 5:00pm.  See you then!  

https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association
https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association
https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association
https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association
https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association
https://sites.google.com/a/mypolkschools.net/cokertechproduction/home/tsa---the-technology-student-association

